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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 7128 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, PORG, SF, WA 

SUB J : NAMIBIA: UK APPROACH TO THE SHAH 

REF: STATE 187706 

1 . BRITISH CHARGE HAD AUDIENCE WITH THE SHAH ON THECASPIAN 
JULY 26. APPARENTLY. BETWEEN THE TIME THAT REFTEL WAS SENT TO 
US AND FINAL INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM LONDON BY THECHARGE, 
FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA HAD AGREED TO INTERCESSION BY 
SECRETARY VANCE TO ATTEND THE SC MEETING. THEREFORE, THE 
BRITISH CHARGE’S INSTRUCTIONS WERE MODIFIED AT THE LAST MOMENT 
AND HE ESSENTIALLY BROUGHT THE SHAH UP TO DATE ON NAMIBIAN 
AFFAIRS SINCE THE TIME OF THE LUANDA AGREEMENT. 

2. THE SHAH READ THEDRAFT SC RESOLUTION CONCERNING WALVIS 
BAY AND NOTED THAT IT WOULD BE PRETTY TOUGH TO SWALLOW FOR 
THE SOUTH AFRICANS. IT REMAINED HIS VIEW THAT WALVIS BAY 

IF LEGALLY A PART OF SOUTH AFRICA. HOWEVER, HE WAS STILL 
OF THE OPINION, WHICH HE HAD MADE CLEAR MANY TIMES TO 
SOUTH AFRICAN LEADERS, THAT SOUTH AFRICAN ACCEPTANCE OF 
THE FIVE-POWER PROPOSALS WAS THE ONLY WAY TO AVOID A VERY 
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MESSY SITUATION. THESHAH SAID THAT SOUTH AFRICA WOULD 
EVENTUALLY HAVE TO FACE UP TO THE NECESSITY OF GIVING UP 
WALVIS BAY, BUT PRIME MINISTER VORSTER HAS NOT EDUCATED 
HIS CABINET OR THE PUBLIC ON THIS MATTER TO PERMIT A 
SETTLEMENT. THE SOUTH AFRICANS WOULD HAVE TO BE COAXED 
INTO TAKING A BROADER VIEW. HE THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE 
HELPFUL IF "THE FINAL ACT” ON WALVIS BAY COULD TAKE 
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PLACE AFTER THE NEXT ELECTIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. THE SHAH ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING NEW THAT 
HE COULD DO AT THIS TIME BEYOND WHAT HE HAS BEEN DOING 
FOR SO LONG. HE SAID THAT HE WOULD BE SEEING "THE 
SOUTH AFRICANS" IN TWO OR THREE DAYS. AND, IF THE UK HAD 
VIEWS OF HELPFUL STEPS HE COULD TAKE, HE SHOULD BE 
INFORMED. 

4. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF THE CHANGED SITUATION, WE 
HAVE NOT FOLLOWED UP AS REQUESTED IN PARA 3 OF REFTEL. 

IF THE DEPARTMENT WISHES TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 
SHAH'S FORTHCOMING MEETING WITH THESOUTH AFRICANS. 
PLEASE LET US KNOW. 
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